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N chi Bobs Prophet Tet fofth, jnfþimaurnful Nöilk adaptgd to 
his Subject, the various and ſore Calamities, with which the Fews were 
continually purſu'd, trom the Death of Good Foſtah to the Sacking of r 
Jeruſalem, and the leading both King and People Captives into Babylon, in 
the times of Zedekiah : And in this Chapter he add re ſſes himſelf ro God 
in Prayer, with amaſt pitiful Complaidt of all that inſolence, Crhetty and . 
Barbarity with which they were treated, vben undei that heavy Yoke. | 

And (excepting that theirs was a foreign Yoke, and not the Tyranny of 
Rebels at home) the Complaint agrees but in too many Circumſtances with 1 
the fatal preparations to this Days Tragedy, which once made England | 
but one whole Field of Blood, and perfect Scene of Horrour,  _. 4 

For had not our Fathers reaſon more than enough to take vp the pro- 

bpüuet's. Lamemtation and ſay, Ve are Orphans and Fa- 
Ver. 3, 4-15, 8. therleſs, our Mothers are as Widows," We have drun- 
12. 14, 15, 16. kenourWater for Money, our Wood is Sold unto us. Our 
NM Necks are under Perſecution: Ve labour and have no N 
veſt, Servants have ruled gver us, there is none that dot h delte ver us out %, 
of their Hand. Princes were hang d up by their Haud : The Faces of Elder: I. 
were not honour'd, The Elders have teaſed from the Gate: The Joy of our 
Hearts is ceaſed, The Crown is fallen from our Head: Wo unto us that we 
have finned ? N | | 1. 

This, you mult needs perceive, is no other then the very Image of that 
wretched Diſtraction and Confuſſon, and that lawleſs Uſurpation which once 
reign'd and rag'd amongſt us, When the Eſtates of this Realm were made: 

* $laves,and (which is the vileſt ofall Servitude) Slaves to their own ſervants 
* when the Flower of the Nobility and Gentry was cut off by cruel War; 
or executed by more ſolemn Murder : When there was ſcarce a Houſe but 
what was the Houſe of Mourning, or a Family without an Orphan, or 2 
Widow: when Honeſt Men were forc'd to purchaſe what was their own 
at the Hands of the Publick Robbers, and pay dear for that Liberty 
which they were not ſuffer'd long to enjoy: And laſtly when our Traite- 
rous Rulers were re ſolv d to compleat their own Sin and the Nation's mi- 
fery at once, by barborouſly putting, to Death one of the Beſt of Men, 
and moſt Religious ot Princes; and endeavouring to extinguiſh England's 
Glory with him, in the utter Abolition of Monarchy and Epiſcopacy. And 
then it was that the Crow fel from our Head, and wo unto ws ( might 
our Fathers well ſay) that we had ſo ſinned as to deſerve ir. And wo un- 
to us alſo, (may we their Sons ſtill {ay ) for our Fathers have VAnned. and 
are not; and we have born their Iniquities. 
For nothing is more viſible, than that we, the unhappy Deſcendant's of 


ſuch Parents, have taſted a good deal of the ſour Fruity of the Wicked- 


neſi 


| | C3,): | 
Ineſs committed in thoſe rebellious Times. -Many: a gold Cy N now re- 
Juc'd, and ſtript of its ancient Patrimony ; not being ables long "to fur”? 
Vive the liberal and loyal Expencen or the wild Waſte and Harock of te 
ivil War, And many an ungodly Oppreſſor too IF by this time conſumd 
put of the Land; and his ſeed, who inherited the Curſe tugether with the = 
Spoils, perhaps begging their Bread. But without doubt the Influence of 
hoſe leud Principles, that then prevail d, doth ſtill affect us; the Contagi- 
pn of the ill Example works even at this diſtance: And the Effects of that”? 
Fiſſolute Licentiouſneſs, both in opinion and Practice, Which then made frei? 
nroad upon us, are now both our Sin and our Puniſmment; and if not 
imely prevented, may prove our ſinal Ruin. In ſhort, th che Nation has 
een long labouring under theGuilt of this Day, whether Odd has yet ac- 
ompliſh'd his Anger upon us for it, is more than any Mortal can deter- 
nine; but to be ſure, we have Provocations many and great to anſwer for 
Feſides, which without a ſpeedy and unfeign d Repentanes are enough to 
Tak us for ever. | a 257 BEEN 
Bat leſt it ſhould be thought, that I deſign to entertain you only with! 
"4- ne moſt Tragical Aggravations of a Crime, which 1 am verily perſwaded”* 
. geeds none, let us confider how far we may be concern'd in the Text: For 
ur at, you cannot doubt, isdeliver'd impartially. = 2 
Now the Text directly imports, that the Children may bear the Iuigai- 
our ies of their Fathers, i. e. may be puniſh'd for, or by teaſon of choſe Iniquis 
lers es which their Fathers have committed. That it happen d ſo in the In- 
our Yance now before us, is one part of the Prophet's Complaint : That it is 
we p be expected when the Sins, are of a heinous Nature, the Sanction of the 
cond Commandment may teach us: That it has been ſeverely put in 
hat ptecution, may be ſeen in the Poſterity of Solomon, Feroboam, Ahab, © 
once d others, (beſides the Example of the Text) that ſtands recorded iu Scrip« 
ade: Are. Nay that it is a kind of rul'd caſe in Providence, all Hiſtory is vitneſs. 
ants ¶ And certainly that which is ſo ſolemnly threatned by God, that which 
Var; Ns been ſo often inflicted, that of which there are ſo many ancient monu- 
but Mats, as well as modren Precedents, may be, and is likely to be drawn in- 
or 2 Example again, whenever God ſces fitting, And for our own particu- 
on, if we are not ſenſible enough that we have already born the Iniqui- 
xerty WE of our Fathers in the fact of this day, let us take heed that the Burden 
aite · Nthem do not grow too grievous to be ſupported any longer. | 
g mi- {Thar therefore we may all profit by the Doctrine of the Text, and not 
Men, er any farther under the like Diſcipline, I (hall * 
4; . Endeavour to give a clear Account ot the Equity of God's Providence 
And uch kind of Proceedings. L 4. thay + 
night I. I hall ſhew what is incumbent in poiat of Duty upon that People, 
50 un- Whoſe Perſons who have Reaſon to apprehend the Caſe to be their own, 
„ and II. And laſtly, I ſhall apply the whole to our ſelves, and the ſorrovful 
lion of this preſent Aſſembly ; by which I am afraid it will appear that 
at's of Calc is too plainly Ours. | 
eke · . Endeavour to give a clear Account of the Juſtice and Equity of God's 
acl Nidence in ſuch kind of Proceedings; which may be fufficiently juſtified, 
take it, from theſe following Conſideratione. 


A 1 Hi, | 
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| Kingdom ; and from thoſe Diviſions into ſettled Factions; and at laſt ani- 


. Hirſt, Becauſe 46 Reload Sit (nf Y which the Children of the wick- ! 
ed Parents he ex pos d, are oftentitnes no other in reality than the natural 
and 2 effects, or elſe the legal and juſt Conſequences of their Fa - 
thers ins. "a yo''Þ NID? A 

For Inſtance, the unfortunate Son of a riotous Prodigal often inherits i 
the Poverty and Rags, the Aches and Diſeaſes, which are the curſed fruits 
of his Farher's Luxury and Lewdneſs. And this muſt frequently happen in 
the natural courſe of things, ,unleſs God ſhould always think fir ro bleſs ©} 
that Family with Barzenneſs, from whoſe Vices nothing but Miſery can o- 
dinarily be propagated, , | 

Thus again, when unquiet and turbulent Spirits foment Diviſions in a 


mate thoſe Factions into open Rebellion, their Children aud their Grand- 
Children are neceſlarily involv d in the common Calamity, Though better 
would it have been for the harmleſs Youth as yet unexperienc'd in miſ- 
chief and the tender Babe ill hangiag at the Mothers Breaſts, never once | 
to have ſeen the Sun, then to be brought thus upon the Stage of diſorder | 
and Confuſion ; not to aQ any part themſe lves, but only to ſuffer a Share 
inthoſe Miſsfortunes, of which their Fathers have been the pernicious Inſiru- 
ments. And yet this, as thc. ſtate of the World is, mult be their inevitable. 
fate. For nations are made up of young and old, one with another: And 
tis impoſlible to ſever the little Innocents from their Guilty Sires, without 
the Intervention of a Miracle, or the dcliverance of 2 ſudden Death, to 
take them from the Evil to come, . 

Beſides, in Caſes of this Nature, it is provided by Human Laws, and ap- 
prov'd by the Wiſdom of Nations, that the Puniſhment of a Traitor ſhould 
be made more exemplary and terrible, by extending it in ſome degree 
to their Children. And therefore the Publick is not ſatisfied with the 
Death of che Offender alone; but his Eſtate is confiſcated, his Honour | 
forfeited, his Blood tainted 3 and nothing but Reproach and Beggary de- of 
volv d upon his unconſenting Heirs. 

And this muſt be allow d to be both Juſt and Prudent. It js Juſt becauſe 
the Publick Weal has a referv'd Intereſt in all Men's Honours and Eſtates, 
antecedent acd ſuperior to their private Right; of which they juſtly in- 
cur 2 Forf.iture, when they endeavour to ſubvert that Government which 
affords tliem Protection. It is prudent, becauſe the tenderneſs of parental A. 
Aſſection, and a regard to Poſterity, will ſometimes give Check to men that I" 
are hardy and enterprizing, when no Confideration of perſonal Danger to 
themſelyes would be ſufficient to Keep chem within Bounds. 

Thus far therefore there can be no Colour to impeach Providence of ¶ 
Injuſtice, barely for permitting the Children to ſuffer ſuch Evils, as arc 
in truth but the natural and neceſſary Product of their Fathers Sins; or per- 
haps the Penalties that are both wiſely and juſtly allotted, to them by 
Human Laws, and are found requiſite to the ſupport of Civil Government: 
I cannot fee how the Jultice of Providence ſhould be called in Queſtion an. 
this Score; but I think the Wiſdom and goodneſs of it are both emi- 
neatly ſeen, in reſtraining the exorbitant Luſts of Men, both by annexivg * 
Natural Puaiſhments ta ſome kind of Vices, and by ſubjefting them 109i 


fech Conſequences, (Legal as well as Natural) as are moſt likely to my 
| ; the 
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che Bowels of Parents, and make them fearful gf offending, if it be but 
for the ſake of their Children, . 
lt ie be (aid, that the Providence which makes it ſelf to be obſerv d an 
Frevcr's by wfiting the Iniquities of the Fathers upon the Children, is not 
\ barely permiſſive, but Judical, and declar'd ſo to be in Scriprure, it muſt 
be granted: But then taking it in this View, it muſt alſo be own?'d, that 
| what is juſtifiable in our Earthly Governors, is much more ſo in God, 
*Zwho is the Sovereign Lord and Ruler of the Ugiverſls, _ 
F lftherefore the Eſtate of a Rebel may be Juſtly confiſcated, and his Heir 
diveſted both of the Poſſeſſion and the Right, by virtue of an human Law, 
what Claim can there be againſt the Decree of Heaven, whenever God ſees 
fir to deprive the Children of thoſe temporal Enjoyments, that have been 
forfeited by their Fathers Diſohedience and Ingratitude ; and of which he 

1 take the Forfeiture, either in the preſent, or any ſucceeding Gcnerati- 
Jon, as may beſt ſerve his wiſe and ſecret Purpoſes ? For the further clear- 
ing of which, let it be conſider d. „ r 
GSeconaly, That the Puniſhment which is at any time transferr d upon the 
Po ſterity of the wicked conſiſts only in temporal evils, ſuch as loſſes andcrofles, 
N Diſtreſſes and Diſeaſes, Oppreſſions, Proſecutions, Wars, and the like. 
Nov of all theſe kind ot Evils, which are purely Temporal, it muff be 

ſaid at once, that they are not abſolute Evils in themſelves ; nor are they 
ſtrictly and fimply the Puciſhmenrs of Sin; but to be ſure they do not a- 
mount to a full Retribution for it. N 

Abſolute Evils, they are not, becauſe they are applicable to a very good 
End, and capable of a very good Effect; as manifeſtly ſerving to proye and 
exerciſe, to confirm, and perfect the ſincere Chriſtian; and to chaſtiſe and 
awaken, to humble and reform the Careleſs, but not yet deſperate Sidſher ; 
and to be Examples of Admonition and Caution to all. 

Nor are they, ſtrictly ſpeaking,the Puniſhment of Sin; they are rather 
of the nature of CorreQives and Preſervatives againſt it, For it is evident 
in the common courſe of things, that the Righteous do, and without the 
help of a Miracle, muſt ſhare them in ſome meaſure. with the wicked. 
And when they are ſent by God's ſpecial Direction, and emply'd upon 
his Errand, they are ſtil] the Iuſtruments of Diſcipline rather than Venge- 
ance, and ſavour more of the Compaſſion of a Father, than the ſeverity of 
a Judge. In ſhort, they are intended as a means of much good to thoſe that 
vill make a right uſe of them: And as they have a Medicinal Virtue in 
them, ſo they are apply'd with a tender and a very healing Hand. 

How then can we preſume to queſtion God's Sovereign Right m vi#ting 
the Sins of the Fathers upon the Children, when the Evils with which he 

ifits them on this Account are frequently the Lot of the Righteous, as 
rell as the Wicked; and fince, wherever they fall, the judgment is always 
mper'd with a ſweet Mixture of Mercy ? if they light upon fucti as are 
ve ll. diſpos d, the Chaſtiſement of their Fathers Sins will make them more 
atchful of their own Ways, more zcatous in God's Service, and more 
nplary in all Vertue: If upon ſuch as are wickedly bent, the dread and 
nart of God's Righteous Judgments mav ſtill rouze them. before they ate 
Iven upto an uncorrigib e hardacſs of Heart; and bring them poſſipiy at 
| by Terror to Repentance, = 8 
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Dcath Eternal which is awarded to Sin at its juſt Wages. 
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uch Bar hover My be, God lis ſtill c ear both when he judgeth and is 
:Judged, Ry 6: is done, , Temporal Judgments are by no means? 


* 


the adequate. p iſhment for Sin: For the Wages of Sin is Death, ſaith tho 
Apoſtle; ¶ Rom. 9”23.}andas the Gift of God is Eternal Life, ſo is that . 


There is cherEfor 4 future State of Rewards and Puniſhments, in which 
alf the preſent Difficülties vill be clear d up, and all ſeeming Diſproportions 
hes in an open Theatfe” of Men and Angels: And if it ſhould appear , 
ar that great Day, that God, for the better Goverment of the World, and 
the more cle Reſtraint of enormous Sinners, hath ſometimes vexed} 
the Chiſdren of fuctf men with fore Adverſity, not ſo much for any grea: 
demerit of their own, as for the crying Provocations of their Fathers; 1M. 
fay, ſhould it ſoappeir, and the Sufferers' the mean while; hearing th: 
Rod aud Who appointed it, ſhould be found to have amended or improv'd un- 
der the Viſitatian of God's Hand, then will he the mercitul Judge, not on) 
abſolve them, but beſtow an unmerited Reward upon them, infinitely out- 
weighing all that they might ſeem undeſeryedly to ſuffer here below. And ih, 
at this 1aff and great Diſtribution of equal and impartial Juſtice, we may , 
aſſuredly conclude | at: God will render to every Man according to hi- 
works, i. e. his own proper Works: No man ſhall then be puniſh'd for 
the Sins of another, but the Soul that finneth, that individual Soul ſhatł 
die, becauſe the Award is final, and the Death eternal. | 
. Whocyer therefore is ſpar'd, or whoever is puniſh'd in this World, 
there can be no want of Equity in ſuch God's Diſpenſations, as do ſo ap- 
parently, abound in mercy, For as all temporal Evils are convertible to 
good, and upon a right uſe and improvement ef them, conducive to Mens 
future Happineſs ſo the Damnation of Hell is reſerv d only for harden'd and 
impenitent Sinners, who ſhall there bear their own Burden by themſelves 
for ever. And this I conceive might ſuffice to put an end to the whole 
queſtion, concerning the Juſtice of Providence in theſe caſes. But yet it 
may be fit to be conſider 0. : | | 
Thirdly, That the Fact it ſelf that gives riſe tothe Queſtion, may eaſily 
be'miſtaken, For it muſt not be ſuppos'd, as often as God avengeth him- 
ſelf upon the Children for the ſake of their Parents, that he therefore ſpares 
rhe Guilty, and puniſhes the innocent in their ſtead, No! the guilty 
Parents are conſign'd over to the day of Judgment, when they ſhall be 
ſure to pay all the Errears of that Debt, which they owe to God's incenſed 
Juſtice, And the Children likewiſe, whether they tread in the fame ſteps 
with their Fathers or no, are ſtill no better than Sinners in God's purer eyes: 
And fins they have to anſwer for of their own proper Stock, more than 
enough tojuſtifie any temporal Chaſtiſements that God can lay upon them; 
becauſe the ſevereſt of all temporal Chaſtiſements will always fail far ſhorr 
of the Sinners ſtrict and certain due. | 
But doubtleſs, after all that has been ſaid, the moſt general and ſtanding 

Reaſon of ſuch God's Proceeding is, becauſe the towardiy Children do too 
often imitate, if not our-do their Fathers Sins; or at leaſt becauſe they fi- 
lently approve the ſame by ſharing che unrightequs Gains, or other the un- 
lav ful Advantage thence arifing: And thus whilt they bug and hifle the 
accurſed thing, they juſtly entitle themſelves to ſhare in the Curſe that 
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Nothing is more frequent in common Obſervation, than for Vice to 
Hereditary in a Family; being either deriv d from Conſtitution, or learnt 
rom Example, or inſtill'd by Education. And 'ris too much the Care of 
v ick ed Parents to ſeaſon their Children early with ſuch Principles, and en- 
ter them well in ſuch Practiſes, as they beſt like themſelves. Thus the co- 


bich vetous Miſer inculcates Thrift upon his Son betimes, and inſtructs him at 
100 any rate to make haſte to be rich: So does the inveterate Republican prin- 
pea iple his Son in Licentiouſneſs, and initiate him in all the Myſteries of Re- 
ay bellion : So alfo the Heretick in Religion fixes the wrong Biaſs at firſt upon 


he Minds of his Children, and delights to propagate” his own Perverſe 
"ca Errors. And when it is faid in Scripture of Nadah the Son of Feroboam, 
that he walked in the way of his Father and ot Abaxiab the Son of Ahab, 


the SFthat be walked in the way of his Father and his Mother, and fo of many 
un, others, it is a mark ſer upon them, that they had been too early led into 
ny ſuch evil Courſes, and to long accuſtom'd to them, to leave any great 


opes of a Reformation, Nor is the Propagation of Vice confin'd to ſin- 
ple Families alone, but reaches to Neighbourhoods; and whole Communi- 
ies; and when once it hath ſo ſpread it (elf, and taken a faſt Rooting, it 
is contigu'd down from one generation to another, and grows in time to be 
he receiv dt Cuſtom and confirm'd Law (as it were) of a Country. 

In the mean while certain it is, that the longer Vice hath maintain'd 
its Succeſhon in a Family, or a Country, the more provoking is their 
offence, the more unpardonable their Rebellion againſt God. And as it well 
ap : becomes the Righreous God to put à ſtop to the enereaſe of daring impie- 
to ty, by all proper Methods; ſo none can be more proper, none more juſt, 
lens I than to viſit the Sins of the Fathers upon the Children, when they are ſo 


And 
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_ apparently Heirs and Succeſſors to their Fathers in Sin, and are daily heap» 
_ ing on freſh aggravations, And when things are in this ill State. It ſegms 
hole to be the proper Seaſon too, for God to interpoſe by ſome exemplary act of 


t BY Juſtice and Vengeance, that may be a ſenſible warning to all Parents not to 
| give their Children ſo fatal a Legacy, nor to leave them the entail of fo ſure. * 
fily a Curſe, And tho when this happens to be the Caſe, the Rebellious chil- 
dren do deſervedly ſuffer for their oyn Tranſgreſſious, yet are the Ini- 
res quities of their Fathers plac d alſo to the Account, and makes God's judge. 
ie ments much the heavier. For the Scripture makes mention of a certain 
meaſure of [niquity, Which when it is fill'd up, then is the Family, or Na- 
tion, that is burden'd with ſo much Guilr, ripe for Ruin and Extirpation. 
And that Generation upon which the deſtroying Vengeance lights ar laſt is 
es? ¶ faidto bear the Puniſhment ot all that went before: For ſo did all the 
righteous Blood, that was ſhed upon the Earth from Abel dounwards to 
Zechariah the Son of Barachiat, come upon that Generation of Men, who 
ort fill'd up the meaſure of their Fathers by killing the Prince of Life: which 
deſperate Wickedneſs was remarkably puniſh'd by the final Deſtroction 
aß and Diſſipation of the wholo Polity and People of the Fews ;z and that the 

„Sentence might be ſure go extend to all the ſcatter'd Remains of their 
1 Poſterity, it was fix d upon them by that dreadful Imprecation of their 


cruel Forefarhers, His Blood be on us, and on our Chiluren, Matth. 2725. 
or And certainly the Providence of God needs ao Jullification in this Par- 


ing A4 tied 
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Honour, when he puniſhes thoſe Sins in the moſt exemplary and terrible 

manner, that have long exercis'd his Patience from one Generation to a-; 

nother, and could never be cured by any Method of Kindneſs. 

And as tis highly fit as well as juſt, chat the contumacious Children oli 

ſoch ungodly Parents ſhould be made the publick Monuments of Divine 
i 
c 


| . 
ticular : For he then . 0 KAY himſelf and vindicates his o 


Vengeance at laſt, ſo the Curſe of God does of right belong to them alſo, 
who, tho' they do not accumulate Sin upon Sin, are ſtill Partakers in their 
Fathers Guilr, becauſe they cannot perſwade themſelves to part with the 
ſweet Gane thereunto annex d, till they find it as the Gall of Aſps within! 
their Bowels, and are forc'd to Vomit it up again. Thus for the moſt 

part ir fares with the unfortunate Heirs to ill gotten Eſtates; which are 
obſerv'd to melt and waſte away inſenſibly, unaccountably, and rarely laſt | 

to the fourth Generation. And it is moſt deſervedly their Fate: For if the 

Acquiſition was firft made by Extortion, Perjury, or Sacrilege, the Deten- 

tion is no leſs than an avowed Act of the fame Injuſtice ; and the Diffe-} 

rence betwit the Father and the Son in this Caſe (as tis briefly decided by 
the judicious Caſuiſt) is only that of the Thief and the Receiv.er Aud 
therefore tis moſt righteouſly decreed by Providence, that he who is not 
willing to make a reaſonable Reſtitution to the Injur'd and Oppreſs'd,ſhould 
forfeit his unjuſt Poſſeſſions into the Hands of God, the ſupreme Diſpoſer 
of Mens Fortunes. - And whenever this Decree is put in Execution, every 
one is able to diſcern the Cauſe, and ready to applaud the Juſtice of it, and 
ſay in the words of Zophar Job 20. 29. Thi is the Portion of a wicked 

Man from God, and the Heritage appointed unto him by Gad, 

And I hope by this time I may have ſufficiently accounted for the Equity 
of God's Proceedings in all Caſes of this Nature. And, the Matter being thus 
rightly Stated, there will no Difficulty remain in reconciling the Text with 
ſome other Paſſages of Scripture that may ſcem to thwart it, For when it 
is ſaid, Eſek, 18. 20. The Soul that finneth it ſhall die The Son ſhall not 
bear the Iniquity of the Father, neither ſhall the Father bear the Iniquity 
of the Son; the Righteouſneſs of the Righteous ſhall be upon him, and the 
Wickedneſs of the Wicked ſbal be upon him; this muſt not be underſteod 
in Oppoſition to the expreſs danction of the Second Commandment, back d 
by ſo many Examples occuring in the Sacred Hiſtory, It cannot be thought 
indeed to ſtand oppos'd to unqueſtionable Fact; it only croſſes a confident 
Conceit of the Jews of that Time, who, under this Colour, were willing to Þ 
lay the whole Load of Blame upon their Anceſtors, hoping themſelves to 
paſs only for innocent Sufferers on their Account. And to this purpoſe 
they apply'd that unmannerly Proverb then grown familiar among them, 
The Fathers haus eaten ſour Grapes, and ths Childrens Teeth are ſet on 
Edge, ver. 2. But this being a fond Preſumption as well as groſs Hy pocriſie, 
God checks their Confidence by giving them to underſtand, that Men ge- 
nerally (if not always in ſtrictne ſs of ſpeaking ) ſuffer tor their own per- 

ſonal Guilt ; that generally ſpeaking roo, ( tho? not always ) the juſt Son 
of a wicked Father ſta! not die for the Iniquity of his Father, bue (pal 

rely live ; that therefore when the Children are vilited for the Sins of 
their Fathers, the ſpecial Reaſon may well be ſuppos d ro be, that they are 
alſo guilry of the ſame Sins, or perhaps of ovhers no leſs heinous is the 
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fight of God: Which, if theſe arrogant People could have been ſo im- 
ial to themſelves, they muſt have ſeen to be their own Caſe, - 

But if we take the Puniſhmenr of another World into this Account, (as 
tis reaſonable we ſhould ) that will untie the Knot all at once. For by whar 
Rule ſoever God may diſpenſe his Temporal Judgments, which may be 
variouſly ſuited to the ends and Uſes of his Providential Government this 
is infaillibly ſore, that no Man (hall ſuffer finally, no Man ſhall undergo 


ir eternal Puniſhment but for his own tric Demerit. In that Reſpect, the 
by Sould that finneth, it alone ſpall die: And every Sinner ſhall bear his own 


Burden. 
II. And now it is high time to haſten to the ſecond thing propos d, viz. 
To ſhe what may be incumbent in Point of Duty upon that People, or 


| thoſe Perſons, who have Reaſon to apprehend the Caſe of the Text to be 


their own, | 
And this will be diſpatch'd in a few Words. For there is but one ge- 


neral Remedy for Sin, ( whether National or Perſonal ) and all the miſ- 
chievous Conſequences thereof, and that is a deep and unteigned Repen- 


A trance, manifeſted by a perpetual Abhorrence of that which is Evil, and a 
firm Adherence to that which is good for the time to come. And when 


the Guilr of any great Wickedneſs hath viſibly deſcended from Father ro 
Son, when it has been growing and encreaſing from one Generation to a- 
nother, when the Tokens of God's Wrath have already been upon a Re- 
bellious and Stiff necked People, or his Judgments ſcem (till to be hovering 
over them, then, then is the time to repent in good Earneſt, leſt they be 
deliver d up to the hardneſs of an impenitent Heart, and juſtly doom d to 
periſh in the Iniquity of their Fathers. 

And that all they who may happen to be concern d, may deal faithfully 
with themſelves, whenever any ſuch Judgement threatens, or Fear alarms 
them, it will behove them to enter into the ſtricteſt Scrutiny with their own 
Souls, and examine themſelves thoroughly, whether they have nor danc'd 
to the ſame Tune that their Fathers prp'd ; whether they do not cherifh 


the ſame evil Principles in their Hearts, or follow the ſame evil Practices 


in their Lives ; whether they do not openly Applaud, or at leaſt ſecrerly * 
Approve them; or if nothing elſe, whether they do not induſtriouſly _ 
cover them, and are content without Scruple to profic by them. For tha 
they ſhould be able to clear themſclyes in every other particular, yet if 
they can't acquit themſelves of this laſt Article, they are certainly ſharery 
in the Guilt as well as the Gain: Becauſe, as was before oblery'd, the Op= | 
preſſion or Sacrilege of the Father is oppreſſion and Sacrilege in the Sod, 
without a conſcionable Reſtitution, 5 
They therefore that would make and exact and impartial Search into 
their own Hearts, muſt look withal into their Deeds and Conveyances, 
and into the very Beams and Rafters of the Houſe they dwell in, leſt 
ſome ſ.cret Curie ſhould cleave to their lnheritance, and the Worm of 
Conſcience, whilſt unhecded, ſhould devoure like a Canker. But, to be 
ſure, all they who do nor groſly deceive th«mſclves in this f.rious Work of 
Self. Examination, will always diſcover ill Deſerts enough of their own, 
( befides the Title they may have to thoſe of their Predeceſſort) to make 
them ſvfkcicatly apprehenũve of God's juſt Diſpleaſure, Frem which, if 
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they would hope to find a ſure Refuge, they ought to humble themſelves 


under his mighty Hand, confeſſing and lamenting with great ſincerity a3 


well as Bitterneſs of Soul. there own Sins and the Sins of their Fore fa- 


thers; deprecating God's Judgments and implor ing his Pardon no otherwiſe, 
than as they are ready to renounce and forſake both. This is what God! 


expreſly requires of his People, Lev. 26. 40, 41,42, threatning that other- 
viſe they ſhould pine away in their Iniquity, and in the Iniquities of their 
"Fat here, but promiſing upon their Confeſſion, Humilation and accepting 
the Puniſhment of their Iaiquity, that he would 1emember the land andhis 
Covenant with them. | 
Aud it is as reaſonable as it is requiſite, that they who have ſeen the Treſ. 


. paſſes'of their Fathers enersaſing over their own Heads, and growing up to 


the Heavens, Ezr. 9. 6. ſhould in the moſt humble and ſolemn man ner diſ. 
claim, all Parcnerſhip in them, and expreſs their utter Deteſtation of them 


Which when they neglect to do, the ſilent Covering of ſuch flagrant and 
notorious Wickedneſs, if ir does not amount to a direct Approbation, yet 
it betrays at leaſt too flight a Senſe of it, and too much indiffcrance and un- 


concernedneſs for the Honour of God's Holy Name, 


For in truth it lyes upon all thoſe who are unhappily entangl'd with ſuch 7 
Relations, if they would demonſtrate their own Repentance to be more 


than Superficial, and deſire to have the Comfort of a clear Conſcience, it 
lyes upon them, Iſay, not only to deplore ſuch their Fathers Sins very 
kezrtily, and carefully to decline the Fatal Example but alſo to make ſome 
Reparation (as it were) to God as well as Men by a more abundant Zeal, 
eſpecially by ſewing themſelves eminent Patterns of the contrary Virtues. 
For Inſtance if the Father hath been a noteable extortioner or oppreſſor, the 
Son, as conſcious that he inherits but the Spoils, of Unrighteouſneſs, ſhould 
think himſelf oblig d not barely to make Reſtitution, but alſo ro be rich 
in good Works, and to make the Hearts of the Poor rejoyce, and purchaſe 
an Intreſt in their Prayers by his extraodinary Bounty and Liberality. If 
the Father hath been a mover of Sedition, or Schiſm an Incendiary or a Rebel, 
the Son ſhould be the more zealous Promoter of Peace and Unity, and endea- 
your to give the more ſignal proof of his fedelity and obedience, by ſacrifi- 
cing his own Eaſe and Quiet, and (it need be) all his private Intereſts therc- 
unto. And fo in all other caſes of ill example if the children would effectually 
redeem the Scandal, and avert the Curſe that will otherwiſe ſtick cloſe to 


them, they mult not content themſelves with the Negative Character of 
being juſt Harmleſs, but they mult aim to be diſtinguiſh'd by ſuch virtuous 


and worthy Deeds, as may be ſo much the more commendable in the 
Eſteem of good men, and ſo much the better accepted in the fight ogGod, 
the more oppoſite they are to the wicked Pranks of thoſe that went before 
them. So may they humbly hope, and fo only hope with any Ground of 
Confidence, that God will Repent and return and leave a Bleſſing behind 
him, that they ſhall not die in the Iniquity of their Fathers but ſurely live 
oel 2. 14.) 4 | | 
Of 1 40 come nov in the Third and Lift Place to apply what hath been 
ſaid to our ſelves, and the mournful Occaſion of the preſent Aſſembly, by 
which, I am afraid, it will appear, that the Caſe of che Text is roo plainly 
Ours : For (alas for Shame and Sorrow) Our Fathers haue ſinntd and are 
no: ; and we ba ve born their Iniquities. Thas 
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lrei © phat our fathers have finn'd af de A8 grievouſly, in the Matter of 
4 Goed King Charles, no body can well be Ignorant, no body can have the 
front to deny, except they be ſuch as ate nearly allied in Principle to the 

chief Actors ia that Bloody Tragedy; and leſt they ſhould ſeem, rg, be alto- 

gether unconcern'd themſelves, are ea not to diſmiſe them withour a 
ber. Plaudite. And if here be any ſuch ſhameleſs Defenders of ſo wicked a 
Cauſe, (as tis too notorious ſome there ate) with all humbl Submiſſion 
be it ſpoken, they deſerve another ſort of Caſtigation than what belongs 
to my Office. In the mean while certain it is, that Rebellion and murder 
will and muſt be Sins, as long as the fifth and ſixth Command ments, the 
thirteenth chapter to the Romant, and the ſecond of the firſt Epiltic of St Pe- 
er, make a part of Canonical Scripiure. And I am ſtrongly inclia'd to think, 
that if that known Paſſage in the thirteenth to the Romas had been ſuffer d 


zem to ſtand by it ſelf, unincumber'd with all ſtrange Gloſſes; and had it been 
and only conſider d, when and to whom the Injunction was given, and in hat 
— ſolemn manner, no mortal, could ever have dreamt that it ſhould infer 


ny Licence, much leſs imply an Obligation of reliſting the Supreme 
magiſtrate with Violence and Outrage, and perſecuting him even to the 

Death. One would think too, if that Text did ſtand in need of any Ex- 
planation, that the Univerſal Practice of the Primitive Chriſtians, the 


Sus conſtant Judgment of the ancient Fathers, the expreſs Doctrine of our re- 
ery Wceiv'd Horgilies, and the Conſent of all the beſt and moſt Learned in- 
mM" Weerpreters, ſhould be more likely to lead us into the true Meaning of it, 
eal, ¶ han the perverſe Comments of a Mariana or a Dolman, or any other 
de paraſite of the Pope, or Aſſertor oyer his Exterminating power over Princes, 
the But whatever Latitude of Interpretation that Place may be thought 10, 
uld admit or require, it can never be wide enough ſure to let in the Great 
ich Rebellion, and the horrid Murt ber of King Charles the firft of ever bleſſe 

=_ and glorious Memory. | hy erh 

on No that Conſequence all good Men and good Subjects will till be ready 


to diſayow ; ſuch abominable Crimes will always. be left diſtitute of all 
reaſonable Defence ! They muſt however be held ta be moſt inexcuſable 
both by the Laws of God and Man, For if we were to admite the darling Sup- 


th polition,. that Reſiſtance is the Subjects Privilege, always in reſerve. a- 
ally ¶gainſt a time of Neceſſity ; yer no one vill. pretend that it was defign,d 
= immediately to be put in Prattize upon every the leaſt Deviation from the 


moſt vſual Courſe of Law and Jultice : It is only ſuppos'd to be reſervd 
as the laſt Remedy for a deſperate Caſe, when nothing elſe can fave the 
egal Conſtitution and the whole Community from Ruin: But it cannot 
ith any Colour ot Truth be alleg'd, that things were brought to this Ex 
tremity when the Rebellion began; or indeed that there was the leaſt At- 
tempt or Deſign on the King's part, to ſubvert the Fundamental Laws of: 
he Nation, as was molt injuriorſly laid to his charge, It is true bis 
Majefty's preſſing Occaſions, and the Entaoglemeot of his Affairs by the 
crafty Management of forme Demaoguez in the Senate-Houſe, bad put his 
{Miniſters upoa the Invention aud Uſe of an extraordinary Expedient or 
4 two for the ſupply of his Necęchties; and ſuch, ic may be, as were only 
My founded upon ſome Derwank Law, to which the People bad been long 
Bayented, Aud yet it mould ber wember'y, dt all thy T2, Judge. 


wg T7 
Vid. Life of Judges, when they were LIVER the famous Caſe of Ship. 
K. Char, 1. Mom, ( 2 which there was ſo mumch Out ery and Op- 
Baker Ruſþ poſition) 
worth Mbit it came to be folemaly argu d in the Exchequer-Chamber Ten 


leck. claren. of the Twelve, for ought I can learn, fill perſiſted in the 


Was fame Opinion. If it be (aid that they were manifeſtly wrong 
and partial in this their Judgment, that indeed is more than I am able to 
_ gaipſay : But then the more to blame they who were, the ſworn Interpreters 
as well as Adminiſtrators of the Law, te preſs it againſt it's true Intention 
into the Service of the Prerogative, or to warp it to the Will even of ſo 
Gracious a King, who would not knowingly have done the leaſt Wrong 
to the Meaneſt of his Subject. F 
They who thus — the King in a Poiat of Law, were juſtly anſwerable for 
the Milapplication of it: But why ſh-ul1 the good King pay for it at th: Erice of hi 
Crown and Dignity 2 Why tho1lc the whole Kingdom be ſer in a Flame, that he 
might be ſi re to ſee h's Error? Why ſhould the meaning, the good natur'd Peo- 


a 


ubſcrib d their Opinions for it's Legality ; and when 


plc ot England be ſpirited up iato a Rebellion, and involv'd in Bload, for the pretended 


of Rights, which th:y were in quiet and full Poſſeſſion of before? 


, For to cut off all Apology from the wicked Incendiaries 
* * of that time, it is obſervable, that before the War commen- 
3. ced, every diſputed Right was given up, every Grievance, real 


ate os Imaginary, heal'd, by new Laws framed for that pur- 
poſe; all which his Majeſty moſt eheerfully conſented to, out of his Fatherly 
Love and Tendernefs to his People, and with hopes too of engaging their 
Affections, at leaſt of Silencing all their Murmurs and Complaints for ever, 

So that in Eſſect the Protext of Male Adminiſtration was wholly remov', 
before they came to carve out their own Remedy by the Sword: And yet, 
had it been otherwiſe, the Sword was no lawful Weapon for Subjects to weild 
againſt their King. For tho' the Regal Power is limited by Law, and the 
Peoples Right fecur'd rothem by Law yet, it can never be imagin'd, that 
there ſhould be any Law to warrant Rebellion and Regicide: So far from 
it, that as is declar'd in the AQ that appoints the Obſcrvation of this Day, 
By the undouted and Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom, neither the Peers 
of this Realm nor the Common: nor both together in Parliament ar out of 
Parliament, nor People coleſtiwely or repreſentatively, nor any other Per- 
ſons whatſoever, ever had, have, hath or ought to have any concive power 
over the Parſons of the Kings of this Realm, SeR. 12. C. 2. Ch. 30. 7. And 
this Declaration did not then firſt obtain the torce of Law, 


3 that Act vas paſi d, but it ir Declarati ve of aur O- 


xa obo riginal Conflitution, as a learned Perſon well ſuggeſted, in 
Jan. 30. 1705. this honourable Preſence, upon the laſt Return of this An- 
niverſary, And this, even they who ſounded the Alarm from 

the Pulpit to the Field, were ſenſible of at laſt, they who were tor drawing 
the Sword, (pardon put the Inconſiltency) were agaiult lift- 
Pid,the Vin- ing up the Axe; and beld themſelves bound they tell us) in 
dication of Duty to God, Religion, the King, Parliamext and King dom, 
the Miniſters to profeſi before God, Angeli and Men, that they werily be 
of the Goſpel' liev'd the taking away the Life of the King in the way of 
in and about Tryal, robe contrary to the Word of God. the Principles of the 
Lox ion, prin- Proteftant (never then ftain'd with the leaft drop of Blood of 
ics 1648. a King) and th; Fundamental Conſtitution of this Kingdom. 


(20.5 5 
Add the Truth is that Party of wretched, and deſperately wit led Men (ns 
.She Act aforecited juſtly ſtigmatizes them) ho had plotted and coutrin'd the 
win of our excellent Monarchy and Religion, found it neceſſary, inoraty to 
arty on their pernicious and traiterous Deſigns, to throw down all the Bu. 
arks and Fences of Law, and to ſubvert the very Being and Conflitation of 
,rlaiment, that ſo they might make their Way open to any further - 
le toſſen pts upon the Sacred Perſan of his Majeſty bimſelf. And yet, aſter t y had 
eteriſevey'd actual War againſt him, and proſecuted him (and all his Loyal 
dherents) with all manner of illegal and outragious Violence; after they 
ad driven him out of the Field, and hunted him from one corner of the King- 
om to another, till at laſt they got him into their Net; I ſay after all theſe 
nſults and Exorbitancies they (till thought ir expedient to ] 


[ 
re 
ot 5 hat they might deſtroy him, with greater Pomp and leſs BAHN. 
beo. Picy, as the King expreſs'd himfelf,when he ſaw they were 


bout to finiſh their Tong-intended Treaſon : And to this 

EPnrpoſe, as the act of Parliament ſets forth, They prepar'd Stat. Book, 
arics n Ordinance (the Engine by which they -overturn'd all l 
nen- Law) for erecting a prodigious and unheard of Tribunal, which they call d 
real n High-Court of Juſtice for Trial of his Majeſty. And befor this Mock-Court 
pur · ¶ coaſiſting of the very Refuge of a Houſe of Commons, tho' aQing in che 
erly NName of the whole Commons of England) he was arraign'd, condemn'd, 

ir Wand ſentenc'd as a Tyrant, Traitor, Murderer, and publick Enemy, tobe put 


fo Death by ſevering his Head from his Body. Thus a Sovereign Prirce, 
in whom the whole Executive Power is lodg'd by the known Laws of this 
Land,and from whom the Adminiſtration of Juſtice takes its riſe and Force, 


cild was ſentenc'd do die the Dearh of the greateſt Malefactor by his own Re- 
the Mbellious Subjects: And accordingly, he was executed (as ſome love to call 
that Nit) in the Face of the Sun, upon a Scaffold built up againſt the Walls of his 
om Mown palace, that no indigniry might be wanting to vex his Righteous Soul, 


and add to the ſting of his Misfortunes And fo fell the pious king, igaominouſ- 
ter! ¶y and fcandalouſly, if the Sentance of * had any Truth or Weighe - 
Tia it; but, in a tr de Chriſtian Account, gloriouſly and even triumphantly. 
er- ror tis a Glory for a Chriſtain to ſuffer the worſt Extremities in the beſt of 
wer Cauſes . Tis the nobleſt Triumph for a Chriſtian King, to preſerve a good 
And ¶ Conſcience with the Loſs of his Crown and Life; and, at his dyiug Hour, 
aw, @with an invincible paticuce and Meekaeſs, humbly copy'd from the Croſe ot 
O- ¶ Chriſt, toforgive and pray (as did the Martyr of the day) for his unrelſinting 
in ¶ Murderers. And by this time,tho* you wanted not to beconviac'd of it, you 
An- ¶ cannot but ſee and ſtand amaz'd at the monſtrous Size of that wickedneſs, 
om ¶ which ve are this day mer to confeſs and lament,For certainly, if all that 
ing WO Ravage and Bloodſhed,thar prophanation and Sacrilege, which were the 
ift- ¶ Concomitants ot a moſt uegodly War, be Sins; ifthe lawlels Uſurpation, 
in ¶ tat follow'd, upon Liberties, Eſtates and Lives (nay and the very Souls too) 
m, of Fellow-Citizens and Fellow · Subjects be Sins; in one Word, if che moſt un- 
be . natural Rebellion that ever was heard of, and the bar barous murder of a molt 
of MI Excellent prince, vho had all the Bowels and tenderneſs of a p arent towards 
he bis people, be Sins, then have our Fathers ſinned; and finned perhaps beyond 
f MW ali Example of former Ages, and cis hyped, be yond the linita ion ot all 
.. polleriiy. 5 Aud 
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And ag our Fathers were verily guilty aa the common Father of 
our country, ſo ve that come after them have long groan'd under the Bur- 
den of their Iniquities, and"ſuffer*d deeply on that very Score. And we 
have ſuflze'd iu ſuch a manner, that we may perceive our Paniſhment (which 
for the moſt. part alſo.is-onr\Sin) to bear a manifeſt Relation to the ini- 
quities of ur Fathers, and to be as it were the natual Fruit of the old 
Stock. For has it been our Misfortune, ſince that time, to live under 
Princes, who were in the Intereſts of Popery, or of that Perſuation. and 
from whom we both fear d and felt the Attempts of Popery upon our Conſti- 
tution ? Thanks to thoſe furibus Lelots for this, who, under pretence of 
purer Reformation, once demoliſh'd this Proteſtant Church, that is the chief 
Bulwark againſt Popery, and murder d a moſt Religious Proteſtant Prince, 
and drove his Sons into Baniſhment. And it was Their very great Misfortune, 
as well as ours, that they ſhould be thus expos'd abroad, in their green and 
unexperienc d Years, when they were leaſt able to reſiſt the impreſſions of 


an infinuating Mother, and moſt apt to take a Tincture from tlie Vices or 


the Religion of a foreign Court, that then gave them Harbour. But I ſay, 
the Thanks are intirely due to thoſe who depriv'd them of the beſt of 
Fathers and his virtuous example and good ſoſtruRions ; and forc'd them 
ro ſeek their Refuge where they met with a Snare, and to take part of their 
Education where all poſſible Art and Induſtry was us'd to pervert them. Is 
there now a - days Reaſon to complain (as ſure enongh there is) of a viſible 
Decay of true Piety, amidſt a great Diverſity of Opinions in Religion, and 
Modes of Religious worſhip ? This too is owing in great Meaſure to thoſe 
Bleſſed. Times, when there was no King in our Iſrael, no Unity, no order 
in our Feruſalem ; when Enthuſiaſm had almoſt juſtled out all ſober Religion 
and good Morality, brought the Ordinances of God into Neglect, if not 
Contempt; and the Catechizing of Youth, which is the beſt means of ſea» 


- Toning them with an early and true Senſe of Religion, into Difuſe: agaly « 


which unhappy Interval, the wild Tares of- Schiſm and Hereſie grew up ſo 
faſt, and were ſo deep rooted in the Minds of a deluded People, that the Soil 
could never ſince be clear'd ofthem, Again, is there a Spirit of Infidelity and 
Atheiſm, ſprung up to ſome height, and daily ſpreading among us? Is it 
become almoſt a Faſhion to Entertain Doubts concerning the Truth of all 


Religion, and to treat the Name of it, and its Miniſtrations too, with as 
much Levity and Scorn, as if it were diſcover'd to be all a ridiculons Cheat? 


for This alſo we are pcincipally indebted to thoſeP ious Times, when Re- 
ligion was made the Watch word to Rebellion, anda Warrant for Sacrilege 


and Murders, And what wonder, if the Hypocrifie of thoſe Days, which 


was but [rreligion in Diſguiſe, hath, in a leſs demure Age, ventur d to pluck off 
the Mask. and appear like it ſelf, even no better than barefac'd Prophaneneſs ? 
But, I forbear to multiply even juſt Complaints. What I have ſaid is ſuf- 


ficient, I hope, to ſhew, what kind of Fruit it is that ſets our Teeth!ſo much 


on Edge: And it may give us to much Reaſon to apprehend, that we have 
not yet Drunk off all the Dregs of the Cup of God's Fury. Sure I am, that the 
vaſt Load. of Guilt, which hath been continually encreafing upon us from 
the firſt Date of this Black Day and upwards, is enough to fink any Nation, 
without a deep, unfeigned, and efleRaal Repentance. But alas“ Whew or 

| r g hen 


when ſhall we find the genvine tokens of ſuch a Repentance, as is in any 
Degree proportion'd to the Greatneſs of out Crimes? for the Murder of the 
King can be reputed for no leſs than a National Sin; partly in regard of the 
great Numbers that were coofederated againſt him, and the many more 
that were acceſſary to the Beginnings of Miſchief, vd ſtarted back at the 


Progreſs, and were ſtruck with Aſtoniſhment and Horrour at the Coneluſi- 
on of it; and partly, becauſe it was brought about at laſt, under as much 
Pretence of Law, and with as much Face of Authority, as the Tyrannical 
 BPowers, then uppermoſt, could give to it. And therefore the Repreſenta- 


ves of the Nation, as ſoon as Things wers reduc'd, by a moſt ſurprizing 


Providence, into their ancient Order,judg'd it to require a moſt ſolema and 
; Bgencral Repentance. To which End, As & laſting Monument 


of their otherwiſe inexpreſſible Deteſtation and Abhorrency Stat. 12. Car- 
of the vi llanous and abomi nable Fa, They, in their great 2. ch. 30. 
Wiſdom, took care to have it enacted, that This might fer 


f 


ever be ſet apart and kept as an Anniverſary Day of Faſting and Humili- 


ation, to implore the Mercy of God, that neither the Guilt of that Sacred 
and innocent Blood, nor thoſe other Sins by which God was provok'd to deli», 
ver up both them ud their King into the Hands of cruel aud unreaſonable 


Men, might at any time hereafter be viſited upon them or their Poſterity. 
Such was the Pious Intent of our Law-givers : And oh! that it had, or 
eyen yet might haye its due Inftuence upon our Hearts and Lives, But, I 
am ſorry to ſay it, there has been ſo little Averſion ſhewn to any of thoſe 
Sins, that might poſſibly help to bring the Cufſe of this Day upon our heads; 
that we have added greatly to the Heap, And even the Reſtoration it ſelf, that 
wonderful and unexpected Mercy, was but ill entertain'd at firſt, by an In- 
dulgence in all manner of Exceſſes and Immoralities, together with looſe 
Principles, taken up on purpoſe to cheat the Conſcience or keeps it caſic x 
both which, I fear, are ſtill retain'd among us, with wicked Additions and 
= | : CHALLES 
And 1 ani exceedingly afraid, if the Matter were narrowly look'd into 
that the very Crime of this Day is not ſo generally, fo throughly repented 
of, as it ought to be, If it be, how comes it to paſs, that the very ſame ma- 
xims and Doctrines, that brought the King from the Priſon to the Block, £; 
are ſo publickly avow'd and induftriouſly propagated ? And whar can be the 
meaning of that Barbarous Feaſt, that is ſaid (nor can it be gain ſaid) to he- 
annually kept up, to mock the ſad Solemnity of the Day, and glory in che 
Execrable deed ? What ſhould it mean too, that even under the Shelter of 
higheſt Authority, we cannot be permitted to Solemniſe the Day in ec afeſſi- 
ons and Deprecations, and other the ſober Expreſſion of a jult Deteſtation 
of the Fact, without being indecently, ridicul'd and ſcandalouſly traduc'd 
by licentious Tengues and Pens? And what means it at laſt, that there is ſo 
much earneſt wiſhing and urging to have the Day aboliſh'd? And why abo- 
liſh'd, I be ſeech you ? why ? Becauſe it only ſerves to keep up odious Names 
and Marks of Diſtinction, and to perpetuare Heats and Animokties.And,'ci$ 
true, Rebellion and Murder are odicus Names; but then they are horrid 
Crimes too,thatought to be mark'd and diftinguiſh'd,to the end the People 
may be ſufficiently warn d againſt them: And it any can find in their bearts 
to 


Fl (this I ſpeak with all imaginable Deference ro Authority) may it be for ever 


fo conceive or retain any Anger of 4M againſt us, for calling (as ve 
uſually do upon this Day) Fighting againſt the King Rebellion, aud Killing 
him Murder, tis much to be fear d that they are till in the Gall of Bitterneſi 
and che Bod of Ini gasy, Acts 8. 23. And ill would it become the Minifters of 
God to ſooth ſuch People in their Sins, or to ſuffer them tn ſleep on ſecurely ; 
We ſhould rather eſteem our ſelves Happy, if we could contribute any thing 
towards their awakening; but if they will turn a deaf Kar to all our Calls to 
Repentance. and ſtill kick agaiaſt the Means of Grace, that's their own Fault 
and none of ours. How ſoe ver it be, the Day is fit to be ſolemn'y kept, and 
may be very proſitably, both by the Guilty and the Innocent. For che Guilty, 
if they are not quite harden'd in their Impiety, may poliioly, by having the 
Threats of God frequently ſounded in their Ears, be awaker'd ar laſt into 
ſome ſenſe and dread of his deſerved Wrath both for the Sins of their Fore- 
fathers and their own ; and theſe Beginnings may pr ably end in that godly 
Sorrow which worketh Repentanee to Salvation not ro be repented of, 2 Cor, 
7. 10. And as for the Innocent, thoſe, I mean, whe are nor Partakers in the 
Guilt of this Day's Fact, they however ought to be ready to join in the devout 
Obſervation of it, for their own ſake, asd for the ſake of other Men, and even 
for the publick Good: For their own ſakt, chat they may be the better and 
the oſtner put in Mind, to humble them(#tves before God for all thoſe other 
Sins which they are conſcious of; and that by the prevailieg of their Prayers 
and Tears, they may prevent their own being involy'd in the common Ruin, 
pd vt £79 God might otherwiſe be provok d to viſit with ſome natio- 
Judgment or ſweeping Deſtruction: And for the ſake of other Men, who 
have more Guilt to anſwer for than themſclyes,that by their Example, they 
may ftir up them alſo to a ſincere Contrition and Homiliation, or by their 
charitable [ntcrceſſions procure a longer Forbearance for them; and perbaps 
at laſt obtain a Diſcharge from all further temporal Puniſhment, or at leaſt 
a Mitigation of it, for a whole ſinful Land and People. Let us not therefore 
forſake the aſſembling our ſelves together,as the mannor of ſome is, Heb. 10. 
2.5. For it is good for us all to meet, and humbly to proſtate our ſelves in 
the Houſe of God upon this ſolemn Day. And may the Day be for ever kept, 


kept with all religious Stricneſs ! May the Memorial of it never ceaſe, the 
anhappy Occaſion never be forgotten! For to what purpoſe ſhould it, unleſs 

| itcepld be blotted not only out of our Calendar, but our of our Engliſh An- 
n. is, and all other Hiſtories; and paſs at once into perpetual Silence and Ob- 
livion 4#mong Men? Andjyer if all this were practicable (as it is not) ir would 
avail nothing, unleſs it could be blotted out of God's Book, never more to be 
remember'd againſt us,or any that ſhall come after vs either in this World 
or that which is to come. But this we know is only to be done by, the unfeign- 
ed Tears of Penitential Sorrow, ſanctify d by the all-attoning Blood of 
Chriſt. Let us therefore bethink our ſelves at laſt of bringing forth fruit meet 
for Repentance; and, with that unalterable Reſolution, let us deprecate 
Sod's Wrath, and ſay in all Humility, Remember not, Lord, our offences 
nor the Offences of our Fre. fat hers; and when thou male ſi Inquiſition far 
Blood, lay not the Guilt of that N eenocens Blood,which nothing but 


. the Blood of thy Sen can expiate lay is wot te the Charge of the People of t his 


Land, nor lit it (Jer be equi i Hun en gur Poſterity. Amen. FINIS, 
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